[Role of the pathologist in management of familial cancers].
Pathologists have long been in charge of the morphological analysis of human cancers, and have been used to be at the end of a chain in the diagnostic procedure. With the search for somatic mutations and new prognostic markers, the pathologists have become key-members in oncogenetics. New modalities for tissue fixation, microdissection of tumors, and forwarding of specimens to the molecular biologists are therefore requested. Two examples are presented to illustrate the need for tumor DNA, with the diagnostic utility of a microsatellite testing as a prescreening test in HNPCC tumors, and the search for new prognostic markers in some inherited predispositions to breast cancers.